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Joun 6. 37, 38. 


All that the Father giveth me, ſhall come to me, [and 
him that commseth to me, 1 will im uo wiſe caſt out. J 

For I came down from heaven, not to ds mine own will, 
but the will of him that ſent me. 


A Preface. 


® Here are two Perſons whom Fazth hath to deal 

@ witha)l in ſeeking of Forgiveneſſe, and laying 
hold of Salvation, God the Father, and God 
the Son ; the holy Ghoſt being that Perſon - 
| that ſets the heart awork to ſeek our for Salva- 

G's 2 tion, and reveales the love of them both. And 
therefore it is, that Grace and Peace ( which are the objeR of 
Faiths inqueſt) are (till wiſht from God the Father, and God the 
Son ; ſo generally in all Epiſtles, excepting that of the Reve- 
Lation, given immediately by word of mouth from Chriſt him- 
ſclfe. 


And accordingly when Faith comes to treat with theſe two - 
about the great bulineſle of Salvation, the firſt and maine thing 
chat it is inquiſitive after, is, What their heart and mind is, and 
how they ſtand enclined towards the receivin gu pardoging 

chat : and wh 

2 mans heart, through faith is fully and throoghly perſwaded of 
it, chen he is ſully won. 

A323 Heace 


A Preface. 


Hence, becauſe the Scriptures were written for our comfort, 
and fo, fitted to, and for the- workings of faith ; therefore they 
were ſo written, as eſpecially to bring down and lay before us 
the Heart of God and of Chriſt : and ſo the maine thing they 
hold forth, is, the full intent and purpoſe both of God and of 
Chriſt to pardon and receive finners : Thes « a faithfull ſaying, 
(fayes Pani with open mouth) that Chriſt came into the world 0 
fave ſmners ; and this Chriſt himſelfe every where indigitates-; | 
5nd to hold forth this, is the ſcope of theſe words uttered by 

 hriſt himſelfe, And ſuch ſpeeches go containe the very heart, 
marrow, and pith of the Goſpel. 

And though the heart of a ſinner will never be fally ſatisfied, 
zill a perſwaſion be wrought, that God and: Chrilt are purpoſed 
and willing to fave a mans own ſelfe in particular, (which per- 
ſwaſion is that which we call Aſzrance) yet whten once'there is a 
through perſwaſion ſetled upon the heart, but of ſo much inde. 
finitely and in generall ; that God and Chriſtare willing and 
fully rcfolved to fave ſome ſimners (ſo that the heart does truly 
belceve that God is in earneſt) this draws on the heart to come 
to Chrilt, and is enough to worke faith of adherence, ſuch, as 
upon which' Chriſt wi# never caſt-us out (as-the Text hath it.). 

The great-buſinefle then for the working faith in men, is to 
perſwade them of Gods good will and gracious inclination unto 
finners, to beget in them good opmi6ns of God and Chriſt this 
way ; Men, naturally having hard and: ſuſpitious thoughts of 
both, as that ſpeech of Chriſt Jobs 3. 17. implies, [God ſent not 
Hr Son into:the world to condemne the world, but that the world » 
throwgh him might be ſaved, |: Chriſt would never have: hinted 
ſachia jealouſte , [nor ſuggetted ſoch- thoughts to mens: minds, 
had they not beene in them before;. and :this, to -prevent and 
take off ſuch jealouſtes, Men are apt to think, that God had a 
deſigne tpon them-as upon enemics, and laid but an Ambuſh- 
ment for their further condemnation, «in his treaty of peace 
tendred to them-by is Son.. An example of which-we:have in 
Lmther, who fell into ſuch ſaſpitions as theſe, for he. miſiinder- 
Randing ſome words he met with in the Epiltle to the Romans, 
as they were rendred' by the vulgar -tranflation then” in. ufe, 
namely, theſe, that God ſent his Son to declare his - ths > 
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' The words of the Text opened. 


they are by us tranſlated) he thought the meaning of them to 
have beene this, to declare and ſet forth his judgment on the world, 
(ſo he interpreted ſad juftitiam ſuam &c]) The truth is; the 
xalouſies of mens thoughts:. herein were thoſe that have pur 
God to his Oath, [4s 7 live, 1 Will not the death of a ſinner, ec. ] 
ſo alſo Heb. 6.17. Men doe not ſo uſually queſtion the power 
of God, he is able enough to ſave them they think ; he is able ro 
exgraft them in (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks to the Jewes, Rom.1 1.23.) 
but all their doubts are about his il. Gods will was the. Foun- 
tain and ſpring of our ſalvation, in the contriving of which he 
wrought al things according to the counſel of his 6pne Will, (as the 
Apoltle to the Epheſians ſpeaketh) and in another place ir is 
_ faid, He will have mercy on whom he' wilt, &c. and therefore the 
great queries in-our hearts are concerning the will of God to- 
wards us. png 


——_—— 


The words of the Text opend. 


| Ow theſe words of my Text do hold forth the full 
N willingneſſe of both theſe two perſons, both of God and 
of Chriſt. : | 
1, Of Chriſt, he here profeſ{cth h\mſclfe willing to entertain 
all that will come to him, [| He that will come to me, I will in 0 
. wiſe caſt out.) Which words are: not to be underſtood, as if 
ſpoken:only of caſting out them that are already come unto 
him,as.if they were only.a promiſe againſt being caſt off after 
being received ; and ſo intending againli feares of falling away : 
but th ey are chiefly intended as an- invitement. to all that are 
not.yet come, that they would come to: him, and fo, to exprefic 
' howrea dy and willing he'is to entertain all commers, as one 
who ſets his doores open, keeps open houſe, and beats back 
none that would come in, | Him that commeth to me, 1.Will in no 
w/e.caff out. ] And thongh ic may ſeeme to be but a flender and 
ſparing expreſſion of his readineſſe to entertain ſuch, to ſay only. 
[_1.will not caſt them out, | yer though he ſpeaks with the leaft, 
yet he wiltdo with the-moſt, he being abundant in goodneſſe and 
iruth; and.one that is better then his word in the performance. 
| | A:3 As 


The word: of the Text opened. 


As when he ſaycs, be will not deſpiſe a broken heart, is that all the 
eſteem he will manifeſt to ſuch z heart > Oh no, it is the moſt 
welcome thing, and 'endeared frame of ſpirit that can be in 
any creature, His meaning is to ſhew what he elſewhere ſayes 
of a meek ſpirit (which is all one with a broken heart) that, with 
God it is of great price, for ſo in 1aiah he expreſſeth himſelfe, 
I that inhabit eternity, With whom will I dwell ? with a ſpirit that 
is broken and contrite. He uſeth alſo this expreſſion of not cafting 
them ont, in relation, and for a more dire& anſwer unto the 
feare which he knew uſually poſſefieth the hearts of poore ſin- 
ners when they are about to come to him ; they fear he may 
reje& them, they know not their entertainment, their welcome. 
To meet with this Scruple, he ſayes, [1 will not caff ſuch ont} 
chooſing rather thus to remove the doubt that is in their hearts, 
then to cxpreſle the fulneſſe of his own : the Scriptures ſpeaking 
potirs ad cor noſtrums quam cor ſuum, rather unto our hearts, 
then fully what is in his own, (which can never be done.) 

And yet even in the diminutive expreſſion, there is that in- 
ſerted, which argues not only a willingneſſe and readineſſe, but 
a reſolvedneſſe joyned with the greateſt care and faithfulnefſe 
that can be, [ua] {will (in wo wiſe] caſt out. We may ſee 
his heart through this little crevis: he doth herein as a faithfull 
man, who to give the morefull aſſurance puts in ſome binding 
word into his promiſe, as {7 will at no hand, or in wo Wiſe faite 


you. ] Thins does God alfo in that known Promiſe, Heb. 12. 5. 


(to the hornes of which ſanftuary many a ſoule hath fled for 
refuge) 1 will never leave thee, wor forſake thee, where there are 
no lefſe then five negatives to bind and aflure ir, I Will wot, iu 10 
Wiſe, (&c. ) leave thee, 

Now this willingneſſe of his, on his part, Chriſt ſhewes by 
ewo things. 


Firſt, by that great journey he took, from heaven to earth,and ' 


that to no other purpoſe but to ſave ſinners. For this (fayes he) 
did I come downe from heaven. Great aQions of one who tis 
wiſe, muſt anſwerably have great ends ; now this was the great- 
eſt thing that ever was done, that the Son of God ſhould come 
from Heaven. And when there can be bac one end of an aQion 
ſo great ; that end muſt needs be accompliſhed, or elſe the 

? aRion 
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The words of the Text opened. 


ation is wholly in vain. Now in comming down from heaven, 
he could have no other end but the ſaving-of finners, he could 
have no other buſineſſe to do, that he did here; therefore the 
Scriptures put his comming into the world wholly upon this, 
to ſeek and to ſave that which was toſt, and do attribute his ta- 


| king upon him the the /ikeneſſe of ſinful fleſs to have been [' for 


ſin] ſo Rem. 8. though other ends might be ſuppoſed, and were 
accompliſht by the aſſuming mans nature, yet he had no other 
end of taking fraile fleſh, eſpecially there could be no other end 
of his dying, but meerely and only for fin: Zohy 12. 24. he ayes, 
If he had not fallen to the ground and dyed, he had then remained 
i» Heaven alone, and no ſinners had come thither : thar there- 
fore they might aſcend to heaven, he deſcends from heaven, 
1 came down from heaven, &c. 

Secondly, He demonſtrates his willingnefſe by this, that his 
Father had ſent him on purpoſe to receive and to fave ſinners : 


' Tcome (fayes he) to do the will of him who ſent me : and John 5, 


he ſayes [" [came not of my ſelf, but (my Father) he ſent me] And 
if he were ſent by his Father co this end (as he atfirmes he was, 
and as by the coherence appeares,for he makes it the reaſon why 
he will caſt none out) then certainly he will faichfully do the 
work he was ſent for : In Heb, 3. 1. heis called the Apoſtle of 
onr profe ſion [| Apoſtle ] that is, one ſent, ſlo the word ſignifies ; 
and what followes ? who was | faithfrll] to him that appointed 
him. Now upon theſe conſiderations, Chriſt tells you that 
you may build npon him, that you ſhall certainly fiad him 
willing. | 

2. For his Fathers willingneſſe he tells-us we may be much 
more confident of it :. for he puts his own willingnefle and all. 
upon that : Him (ſayes he) that the Father gives me, ſhall come 
to me ; and him that commeth to me, 1 Will in no wiſe caſt out, For 
T came down frem heaven, not to do my own will, 5"t the Will of 
him that ſent me : and this us the Fathers will that he hath ſent me, 
&c, In which words you may obſerve both whereinhe declares 
his Father to be the engaged, and how much. 

Firſt, Fhereiz :. and that by two things :. 

x. That he ſent him to that end, and fo it is his Fathers bu- 
finefle more then kis-own.. To alſo Zzke 2, 49. he exprefſeth 


The words of the Text opened. 


himſelf : [Shall 1 not do my Fathers buſizeſſe ? ] as elſewhere in 
Iſaiah he is called his Fathers Servant init, and Fohn 5. 36, he 
makes it his Fathers work. * 

Secondly, that he in a folemne manner gave unto them whom 
he would have to be ſaved, with charge to loſe none [ A/ that 
the Father hath given me ſhall come unto me : ]and this is his will, 
that I ſhould loſe none, but give hum an account of every ſoule 
of them at the laſt day. They are given him as jewels, and as his 
Beniamixs, to look to, and ſee to bring back and keep from de- 
ſtrution. Now whom he ſo ſolemnly gaveto Chriſt to ſave, 
he will never caſt away, when they ſhall come unto Chriſt, 

Then 2, he ſhewes how mnch, and how deeply, his Father is 
engaged, and makes it his Fathers will rather chen his own : 
[1 come not to do my own will, but the will of him that ſent me : } 
The meaning whereof is, not to ſhew that he came unwillingly, 
or receives ſinners unwillingly, but that his Fathers will was firſt 


init (as I ſhall ſhew anon, and ſo much in it, that (if you will 


reſolve it into its firſt principles) Chriſts comming was prind- 
pally to pleaſe his Father, It is ſuch a ſpeech, as that in oh» 5.22. 
[The Father judgeth no man : but hath committeh all judgment to 
the $0n,e-c.] Not that God is not a 7zage as well as Chriſt, (for 
Heb. 12. 23, heis termed the Fudge of af men) but becauſe all 
judgment is viſibly committed unto Chriſt , ;:therefore the 
Father is ſaid to judge xo mar. So here becauſe the Fathers 
will is chiefe, and firſt in it, Chrilt therefore ſayes, he came not 
to do his own will, but the will of him that ſent him. 
And fo you have the meaning of the words, 


The maine Obſervation ew# of the words : Demonſtrati- 
ons of Gods heart herein, from his engagements from 
everlaſting : How his heart ſtood to ſinners afore the 
world was. ; 


HE Obſervation, which I fingle out of theſe words to in- 

K fiſt upon, is this, That 
Both Ge the Father, and Zeſms Chrift the Son are fully willing, 
and reſolved to ſave ſinners, 1, For 
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frons everleſting. 


I, For Gold the Father,There are many Demonſtrations of his 
will herein, that may be taken 4b extra from his Oath, Word, 
Promiſe, &c. which I ſhall handle in another method : but thoſe 
which I ſhall firſt hoid forth, are more intimate and 7ntrinſecall, 
and homogeneall to the argument which Chriſt uſeth here in 
the Tex: , (which we have ſcene) to be theſe, that it was Gods 
wi:[fi:{t, and Chriſts, but becauſe it was his, (1 come not to do 
mine ewne Will,) and that it was he that dealt with Chriſt about 
it, and wrought him off to it, and made it his buſineſle ; (but the 
will of him that ſext me.) So that the Demonſtrations which I 
ſhall picch upon, ſhall be drawn from Gods engagements, both 
from his cranſations with Chriſt from everlaſting, before he 
came into the world, and thoſe that now lie upon him from 
Chriſts having fully performed what he ſent him into the world 
for. And from either may be fetcht ſtrong conſolations, and 
confirmations to our faith, that Gods will muſt needs contipue 
moſt ſerious and hearty to ſave ſinners. 

Many other ſorts of Demonſtrations of this point might be 
fetcht and drawn from the riches of his mercy, lying by. him to 
beſtow on ſome great purchaſe : and on what greater purchaſe 
could they be beſtowed, to ſhew forth the glory thereof, then 
upon the ſalvation and pardon of ſinners ? But theſe alſo I ſhall 

at the preſent let lie by nontold , having elſewhere counted them 
up, a ſet them forth, ſuch demonſtrations being only proper 
ro this Text, as argue an engagement of his will ; whereas all 
thoſe riches of mercy that are in him (although the moving 
cauſe of all) might have for ever remained in him as his nature, 
without any determination of his will to ſave any man. When 
therefore a poor ſinner ſhall heare (beſides the mercifull diſpo- 
ſition of Gods nature) that as and reſolutions of his will have 
palt from him, about the pardoning of ſinners, ſo as his will 
hath engaged all the mercies of his nature to effe& it, this brings 
in ſtrong conſolation. 

Now the deepneſſe of theſe engagements of his will to par- 
don ſinners, may be demonſtrated, 

I. From ſuch tranſaRions of his, as were held by him with 
Chriſt from everlaſting ; which hath both put ſtrong obligati- 
ons upon him, and alſo argue _ fully and firmly _— to 

| ave 


Gods heart to ſinners 


fave finners. Now all the paxticular paſſages of thoſe treaties 
of his with Chriſt, about the reconciliation of ſinners from 
everlaſting, I have clſcwhere allo at large handled ; and there- 
fore it is not my ſcope now to enumerate them. I ſhall now 
onely draw Demonſtrations from ſome few of them, by way 
of Corofary, to help our faith in this point in hand, namely, 
Gods reſolvedneſſe to pardon finners, 

The firſt is drawn from this, That God the Father had the 
ficſt and chiefe hand in this matter of ſaving ſinners (as I then 
ſhewed) the proje& was his, and the firſt motion his. 

1, The ProjeR, he laid the plot of it, /and contrived all a- 
bout it, for the effeing of it. Therefore Fobr. 5. 19, Chriſt 
ayes the Sen can do nothing of him/elfe , but what be ſees the 
Father ds. 

2. The firſt Jdotion was his, 1 came not to do my own will, (fayes 
Chriſt) bur the will of him that ſent him. Both which (Project 
and firſt wwotion) are ſhut upin that one ſentence, Epheſ. 1, He 
worketh all things by the [ counſaile ] of hu own [ will. ] Now , for 
God thus to have the firſt hand in it, did put a great and deep 
engagement upon his Will init. We ſee among men, the Pro- 
jecor and firſt motioner of a buſineſle is alwayes moſt forward 
in it ; becauſe then it is moſt peculiarly his own ; and the greater 
will be his honour in the compaſſing of it, How many great 
affaires have been ſpoiled, becaufe ſome men have not been the 
chiefe and firſt in them that afteR the preheminence 2 Now this 
hononr God the Father may challenge, that he was the firſt in 
reconciling and faving ſinners: Tt is therefore called Gods wi/- 
dome, Eph. 3. 10. and his pwrpoſe, Epheſ. 1. 9, Gods righteonſneſſe, 
Rows. 1. 17. and the pleaſure of the Lord, Iſa. 53. 

Secondly, this Projet and Motion did rife up in him unto a 
ſtrong reſolution and purpoſe, and to an unalterable decree to 
ſave ſinners by Chriſt : ſo Eph. 1. 9. 

And 1. For his purpoſes, they are immutable. Would not 
Parl lightly alter purpoſes taken up by him, when I therefore 
was thus tamed ((ayes he, 2 Cor.1. 17.) did I uſe bightneſſe ? or the 
things that I pry poſe doe I purpoſe according to the fleſh, that With 
me there ſhould be yea, yea, and nay, nay * Would not Payl (I 
fay) alter his purpoſe becauſe he preached the Goſpe), and /s 
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| from everlaſting, 


God {(thinke you) alter them who gave the Goſpel > no, it is 
the eternall Goſpel, Revel. 14. 6. and God is of the ſame minde 
ſtill, fo it followes in that place to the {orinths, But as God tn 
true (or varies not) /o was orr word to you, which yet is his more 
then Pals, 8&c. | 

2+ For Gods Decrees, (whereof this was one) they are alſo 
immutable. The great Monarchs of the carth, the Perſians, took 
to themſelves that infallibility, that they would not alter the 
Decrees which they made : (therefore when a thing was unal- 
terable, it was ſaid to be as the Lawes of the Medes and Perſians) 
which was to ſhew their greatneſle, and their wiſdome, that they 
could ſo reſolve, as no perſon or power whatſoever ſhould be 
ftrong enough to cauſe them to change their reſolutions : and 
yet, they were forced, though not to alter a former Decree, yet 
to give countermands unto it, (as Aba/uer did) and men do 
alter, becauſe they cannot foreſee all events, and ſo cannot make 
unalterable Decrees without prejudice, Therefore the Pope, 
who takes on him the ſtyle of 1zfallible, and ſo aſſumes to him- 
ſelfe the higheſt prerogative that ever man4did, yet of him it 
is ſaid, Papa nunquan ligat fibi mane, that he-never binds his 
own hands by any Decree he makes, becauſe he cannot fore-ſce 
all inconveniences, notwithſtanding what ever he aſſumes: Bac 
with God it is not thus, He i not a may that he ſhould have 
cauſe to 7eperr, for he knows and foreſees all that can or will 
follow. 

Now 1. this immutability of his counſaile he ſhews by two 
oaths ; the firſt made to Chriſt, the ſecond to us. - 
1, To Chriſt, Heb. 7. 21. This Prieſt (Chriſt ) was made with 
an oath, by him that ſaid unts him, The Lord-ſware and will not 
repent, T hou art a Prieſt for ever, ec. And this was from ever- 
laſting; for then it was that Chriſt was firſt made Prieſt : Now 
then God-foreſaw that he could never have a relenting thought 
at the pardoning of ſinners through him, this his Son would ſo 
ſatisfic and pleaſe him : and thereupon he ſware. 


\. 2-\ To us, Heb. 6. 17,18, God Willivg more abundantly to ſpew 


unte the beires of Promiſe the immutability of h#is connſaile, con« 


firmed it by an.oath : that by two immutable things (in Which it Was 


impoſſeble for God to lie) we.might have a ftrong conſolation, &c. 
Fa: | B 2 The 


Gods heart to finners 


The thing I alledge this place for, and which F would have ob- 


ſerved, is, that this oath is not mentioned as that now which 
makes God fo immutable, (though that be a truth) But Gods 
oath is here made that whereby God did declare unto us the 
immurability of his purpoſe formerly and from everlaſting taken 
up, and fo that immntability of his counſaile was the cauſe of 
his oath, and that was to pardon finners : for it is the Promiſe 
made to Abr:ham and his ſeed, that is there ſpecified. 

Yea 3. God ſct his ſeale unto all, further to confirme it, He 
both ſcaled Chriſt ts the work , Joh. 6. 27. and likewiſe ſealed up 
in his Decrees the perſons of thoſe finners that ſhall be ſaved. 
2 Tim. 2.19. The foundation of the Lord remains ſure, having this 
ſeal, The Lord knoweth Who are his, And if it were but a Kings 
ſeal, it cou!d not be reverſed, but this is Gods. Yea, he hath 
ſealed up their ſins alfo by and through Chrift, Day. 9. 24. never 
to be remembred or lookt upon more, 

Thirdly, God reſted not in a Decree only, but entred into 
Covenant with Chriſt to ſave ſinners by him, if he would die. 
This Covenant yon have Dialogue-wiſe ſet out, E/ay 49. Firſt; 
Chriſt begins at the firſt and-ſecond verſes, and ſhewes his-Com- 
miſſion, telling God how he had called him, and fitted him for 
the work of Redemption, and he would know what reward he 
ſhould receive of him, for-ſo great an undertaking : God an- 
ſwers him, vey. 3. and at firſt offers low, only the EleR of Iſrael. 
Chrift who ſtood now a making his bargain with him, thought 
theſe too few, and not worth ſo great a Jabour and Sock, Ge. 
caufe few of the Jewes would come in, but would refuſe him, 
therefore ver. 4. he ſayes, he ſhould labowr in vain, if this were 
all kis recompence :- and yet-withall he tels God, that ſeeing 
his heart was fo much in ſaving finners to ſatisfie him; he would 
do it however for thoſe few, comforting himſclfe with this, 
that his Work was With the Lord, Upon this God comes off 
more freely, and openeth his heart- more largely to him, as 
meaning more amply to content him-for his pains in dying -: 
It s alight thing (ſayes God to him) © that thou ſheuldeft: be my- 

fervant to raiſe up the tribes of Facob, that is not worth the dying 
for, I value thy fufferings more then ſo, 7 Will give thee for a ſat 
vation unto the ends of the earth, Upon this he made a promiſe - 

_ - Chcilt, 
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Chriſt, x Tir, 2. and a promiſe is more then a purpoſe. A pur- 
poſe may be in ones ſelfe, as Epheſ. r. 9. but a promiſe is- made 
to another. Now God cannot lie in himſelfe, but moſt of. all, 
not to his Son.. 


— 


A ſecond ſort of Demonſtrations. The engagements of 
Gods heart to ſinners, from , and upon Chriſts having 


dyed at his requeſt. 


Second fort of Demonſtrations are drawn from Chriſts 
having already come and performed all this: for 

I, Chriſt is now to be ſatisfied for that his dying, as well as 

he by his death had ſatisfied God : he is now to have his re- 

ward. God never ſet any on work, but he gave them wages. 

Thus unto Nebachadnezzar he gave Egypt as his hire for his ſer- 

vice at Tyre, and to Cyr: he gave hidden treaſure; Now it is not 


- Chriſts own glory that will ſatisfie him; for that he could have 


had,and never have dyed : there remains therefore nothing that 
can or will ſatisfie him, but to have the end of his death,Ts /ze his 
ſeed and be ſatisfied,and to ſee of the travaile of his ſoule : and to 
quſtifie many, a5 iT 15 1/a, 53. He dyed (as himſelfe ſpeaks, Zohn 
T2, 24.) that he might not be alone in heaven :-his deſire is, that 
thoſe whom he dyed for might ſee his glory, 

2. If we conſider the a it ſelfe, of delivering Chriſt unto 
death, there was not, nor could there ever be any thing more ab- 
horrent unto God ; no aRever went ſo much againſt his heart : 
for if he be afflifted in all our affliftions, and doth not Willingly 
puniſh the ſonnes of men, neither Wils the death of a ſinner that de- 
ſerves it, much lefle would he will the-death'of his own Son. 
Now what was there to ſweeten the death and ſufferings of his 
Son unto him, except his end in it ? (for it is the end chat ſwee. 
tens and facilitates the means rending unto it)- Now the end of 
Chriſts death could be no other buc+to take finnes away, .and 
to: procure the pardon of ſinners, atidfo it'mult needs be._infi- 


 nitely delightful unto him,and-his heart ſtrongly ſet upon'it,ſee- 


ing it did ſweeten urico him an a& otherwiſe ſo abhorrent,and of 
B 3 | this 


Pd 
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this end therefore it is impoſſible he ſhould ever repent. Now 
Epheſ. 5. 2. the very offering of Chriſt is called a Sacrifice of 4 
ſweet ſmelling ſavonr : and what was it that made it ſo, but even 
the end for which it was done, (and which is there put upon it) 
that it was out of love unto us, and out of a mind to have fin- 
ners pardoned ; for elſe in it ſelfe it muſt needs have been 
abominable unto him. x | 

Againe 3. ifat any time he would have repented him of his 
purpoſe, it would have been art the time of Chrilts being cruci- 
fied, when he came to bruiſe him : then his heart would have 
recoyled, and eſpecially when Chriſt poured out his foule with 
ſuch ſtrong cries and teares as he did. At other times in puniſh- 
ing but his children, we find, that when he comes to doit, his 
heart as it were fails him, as Hof. 11. 8. [ How foall 7 give thee 
4p ? ] the rod falls out of his hand, and his bowels yearn within 
him ; yet he relented not when he ſaw the foule of his Foſeph in 
bitterneſſe, but till made an impoſſibility of it for him to avoid 
ſuffering, becauſe his purpoſe was thereby to take finnes away, 
Therefore Chriſts requelt was, Father, if it be poſſible, let this cup 
paſſe : The neceſlity lay only in Gods will, in reference to this 
end, to forgive ſinnes. If God would ever have relented or re- 
pented him of this purpoſe, it would have been then : we read 
of his repenting him of other of his works, but his mind is ſo 
fully carried to take away finnes, that he did not then, or can 
ever repent of putting his own Son to death, for the effeRing 
of it: To pardon ſinners is more naturall co him, then to kill 
his Son was unnaturall. Now his end and purpoſe being thus 
fully ſet to pardon and fave ſinners, if he ſhould be fruſtrated of 
this his end, he would then indeed repent him of uſing his Son as 
he had done. Nay, it is not only ſaid, that he repented nor, but 
that i: pleaſed him to bruiſe Chriſt, in reipe& to thar his end, 
which was ſo pleaſant to him : So you have it //. 53.10. And 
therefore ſurely ir pleaſeth him much more, co pardon ſinners, 
now he hath thus bruiſed him; and ſo indeed it followes there, 
T he pleaſure of the Lord ſoall proſper in his hand, It is ſpoken of his 
ſaving and juſtifying of ſinners. It troubled God to heare a ſoule 
bemoan itelfe for its fin, er 3x. 20, bur we read not thatir 
did ſo, when Chriſt bemoaned himſelfe in his ſufferings ; and 
the 


* fince Chrifts death, 


the reaſon was, becauſe the work that Chriſt was about to do, 
was a ſweet Sacrifice to him ; and it wonld trouble God more 
to condemne a ſinner that Chriſt dyed far, then it did to facri- 
fice Chriſt for him. | 

| 4. Upon that ancient agreement between God and Chriſt : 
God pardoned millions of men-under-the Old Teſtament upon 
the bare word of Chriſt, before he came into the world, or had 
paid one peny ofthe debt ; he mult needs therefore be ſuppoſed 
to be much more willing now to doe it, when Chriſt has done 
all that was required, and failed not, and that at the due time, 
(as it is ſaid Rom. 5.) If Chriſt had failed or come ſhort but of a 
little of what he was to do, God might have denyed to let the 
world go upon truſt any longer : But now Jeſus Chriſt hath per- 
formed all, and is afore hand with him, and hath pur in ſtock 
enough to pardon finners to the end of the world. 

Yet 5. Now even Juſtice it ſelf will call upon him to diſ- 
charge ſinners,it will not let him reſt in quiet till he has pardoned 
and ſhewed-mercy unto poor ſinners that come to Chriſt, and 
hath given in their bond, and this, though we had no -promiſe 
to ſhew for it, yea, though Chriſt himſelf had nothing to ſhew 
for it : Gods very juſtice would treble him ( T may ſo ſpeak 
with reverence, for he himſelfe ſayes, that he was zreubled for 
Ephraim, Fer. 29.) till he had given out an acquitance, becauſe 
he knows the debt is paid, and alſo, that Chriſts and his own 
intent was, that when Chriſt had once dyed, ſinners ſhould 
thereby be juſtified : Even as if an honeſt man had a bond for a 
debt that is diſcharged, lying ſtill in his hands,of which payment, 
he whoſe debt itis, knowes nothing, although he or-they that 
paid this debt were dead, ſo'that there were no one left that 
were able to challenge an acquitance from him, and a cancelling 
of that bond ; yet meere honeſty would cauſe him to give it in. 
Now Teſis Chriſt dyed , and God himſelf put him to death 
meerly to pay our debts, and fayes Chriſt at his death ; Let 
ſinners require my blood, and the merits of it at thy hands, and 
& have otit in pardon. | 

That was Chriſts will that he made at his death, (as you- have 
it Heb. 9. 16, 17. Where the Apoſtle calls it a Teffament c92- 
firmed by the death of the Teſtator) now there is nothing fo ſacred 
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as the performance of the will of the dead. And now Chriſt 
himſelfe is alive again, and is ordained by God to be his own 
Executor, and ſo lives to claime an acquitance ; therefore cer- 
tainly God will never withhold it : In juſtice he cannot, he will 
not, have a bond lie by him that is diſcharged. Hence it is ſaid, 
that Go4 # juſt to forgive onr ſinnes, 1 John 1. 

There are thrce things which, do cry for Juſtice, and all do 
meete in this, 

1. The wages of a hireling (if detained) are faid to cry. So 
in the 5.of 7ames it is ſaid, The wages of Hirelings detained, 
do cry in the rares of the Lord of Hoſts : They cry wages being due 
in juſtice, and becauſe Gods Juſtice is thereby provoked, and 
cannot be quiet till God hath avenged it. And ſo would Chriſts 
ſatisfation having been made for us ; It would reltleſly cry to 
God, and not ſaffcr his Juſtice to be quict, unleſſe we were par- 
doned. For he was truly and indeed Gods hired Servant in this 
work : And God covenanted to give him the ſalvation of thoſe 
he dyed for as his wages and reward, as /ai4h often repreſents 
it, Chap. 53. and elſewhere. So that if God be juſt, he muſt give 
forth * - otherwiſe Chriſts obedience would cry as the 
work of an hireling doth for wages. 

A Second thing that crics for juſtice, is the will of one that is 
dead unperformed , who hath bequeathed legacies, and lefe 
wherewith to pay and diſcharge them, And this is yet a louder 
cry then the former. Now Chriſt before he dyed, did thus make 
his will, and bequeathed pardon of fin and juſtification, and that 
eternall inheritance in heayen, as legacies to thoſe for whom he 
dycd, and to be given out by God after his death, as I obſerved 
even now out of Heb. 9, 15, 16, 17. where it is ſaid that 
Chriſt was The Mediator of the New Teftlameut, that by means 
of death they Who are called might receive the promiſe (or bequeath- 
ed legacie) of eternal life, And thereupon wer. 16, 17. the 
Apoltle calls this a Teſtameut, confirmed by his death, and which 
at his death began to be in force, ſo ver. 17. And of all things 
in juſtice that are held duz, the performance of the will of the 
dead, hath ever been held moſt ſacred. 

There is yet a third thing which cries for juſtice, and that is 
innocent blood ſpilt, And this cries lowder then all the reſt. 
SO 


fore Chrifrdanth, 


So Geneſ. 4. 19. And the Apoſtle Heb. 12, 24. ſets forth the 
cry of Chriſts blood for us, by Azels, blood crying againſt | 
kt may be notwithſtanding this that God may put the bond 
in ſuit againſt a ſinner, to make him come to :acknowledge the 
' debt, (as the Apoſtle there ſpeakes ["F we confefſe our ſinnes ] ) 
But if any ſoul! doth ſay, I have ſinned and it profited me net ; God 
chen cannot withhold from thr8wing down his bond canceld, 
ſaying, Deliver bins, I have found a ranfome, (7ob, 33) God will 
not have innocent blood, ſuch as' his Sons-is, to lie ypon him. 
If he ſhould not pardon ſinners, Chrifts blood would be upon 
him, for it was for them onely that Chriſt dyed, being in him- 
ſelfe innocent, | [ 
' 6, God mends not himſelf by damning thoſe for whom Chriſt 
- dycd : Now there were not. only an injaſtice to-Chriſt and us 
in it, bur God himſelf alſo wontd prove a loſer. For the end of 
Chriſts death was not ſimply to ſatisfie juſtice, ſo as without ic 
juſtice could not have permitted a pardon, that might have been 
diſpenſed with, but it was chiefly to declare the glory of Gods 
juſtice, which tequired ſuch a fatisfaRion, (as the Apoſtle/fayes 
: Roms 3; 25.) To| declare} hu righteanſneſſe for the remiſſion of 
fins that are paſt, through Gods forbearance. It was we ſee the ma- 
nifeſtation or declaration of the glory of his juſtice that he aimed 
at init. So as if any one mans fin ſatisfied for by Chriſt, ſhould 
be lefe unforgiven, Gods juſtice ſhould loſe ſo much glory. 
And if jultice ſhould think-to get a greater glory out of the 
ſinners, that could: never bg : for the ſinner is nnable ever- to 
ſatisfie, and ſo to glorify Gods juſtice 'by ſuffering as Chriſt 
hath done. Yea, and beſides God would be a further and a 
preater loſer in the glory of his mercy alſo,. which by þis pardo- 
ning finne is advanced. oo on 244 
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The ſecond part of the Obſervation. Demonſtrations 
of Chriſts wig to receive ſinners that come 
'to him. Firſs how his heart ſtood from everla- 


fting. — 


ND ſo now I come to Chrifts willingneſſe, which was the 

ſecond thing propounded in the dodtrine, to be demon- 
firated, Now though his will - was not firſt init, (as was ſaid) 
yet we ſhall finde him to have been no leſſe willing then his Fa- 
ther. As Chriſt in ſubfilting is the ſecond perſon, and hath his 
derſonall ſubſiſtence-from his Father, ſo he is ſecond alſo in 
order of working ; and — willing too, yet he is 
not ſecond tb him in heartineſſe of willing :' but as his Father 
and he are equall, fo in all that his Father willeth, his will 
is equall with his Father, and fo, is as much in this-bulineſſe 
as his. ; 

In the demonſtrating of this, I will take the ſame courſe that 
I'did in the former : 

Bir, I will ſhew how hearty he was in this, to have finners 
faved before he came into the world, 

And Secondly, How willing he was fince he came into the 
world, and fince his death and going out of the world. 

And as a generall introdnuQtion to either, I ſhall premiſe this, . | 
which ſhall be as the corner ſtone in this building, joyning both 
parts of this diſcourſe together, and is a conſequent 'of what 
hath former]y been delivered. 

The thing to be premiſed is this: That: if God the Father be 
willing, then Jeſus Chrift muſt needs be williag alſo, and look 
how much the will of the one isin it, ſo much the will: of the 
other muſt be in it alſo, for the Father aud he are all one; And 
this will ſerve for our further aſſurance of the wils of either ; 
and we may make uſe of it both wayes, either to argue to our 
faith, that if the Father be willing, Chriſt muſt needs beſo alſo ;. 
and that if Chriſt be willing, the Fathers ſo alſo. That whereas 
fone mens thoughts. have. been more taken up about, and fo 
more taken with the confideration of how much the Fathers 
heart 
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heart was in it, and how aRtive and plotting he was about it ; 
add again, other 'mens apprehenſions have been carried more 
unto Chrilts beart-in the work : this Demonſtration which 1 
have in hand. ſhall bea help to the faith of cither oftheſe ; fo 
that if your hearts have a door of Faith, (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) 
ſet open, or a window to ſee cither into Gods heart, or Chriſts, 
you may raife a confidence of the one from the other, and ſo 
come to be ſure of both. br 9-17 nt, | | 

And this alſo I do firſt mention, becauſe it is the moſt intrin- 
ſecall bottome-demonſtration that can be made of Chriſts wil- 
lingneſle, and is the utmoſt reaſon oft, 

This demonſtration I found upon Foh. 10. 30. [[ and my Fa- 
ther are one ] That whereas in this my Text he ſhewes how his 
Fathers will and his agree in one; he there gives the reaſon of it, 
for (fayes he) we are one : and the words there, as they ſtand in 
their coherence, are proper to the pnrpoſe in hand. For Chriſt 
there alledgeth them as the reaſon why his heart, and power,and 
all in him is ſo engaged for the ſalvation of his own, that if he- 
have any power in him, and be able to doe any thing, not ze of 
thews fball periſh, becauſe his Father and he are one. For mark the 
occaſion upon whick he ſpeaks this,it is the ſame that here in my 
Text. He bad been ſpeaking of ſaving his ſheep, and of his pow- 
er and will to ſave them ; and concludes, that they fall never 
periſh. And he ſayes not only, that he will never caſt them ont, 
(as here) but that, zezther ſhall any man pluck them ont of his hand. 
And in that ſpeech he ſhewes and utters the Rtrength of his will 
as much as of his power. For otherwiſe although his hand of 
power had been never ſo potent to have keld them,againſt all op- 
poſition, yet if his will had not as ftrongly refolved to hold them 
In his hand, and ſo, if they'were not as deep in his heart as they 
are faſt in his hands, this ſpeech of his had not been made good, 
That they ſhall never periſh. And then he gives the reaſon both 
of this reſoluteneſs of his will, and this prevalencie of his power, 
from his Fathers both will and power, engaged as much as his 
own, in this fulnefſe : 249 Father (fayes he) that gave them me 
x greater then all, end one ts able ts pluck, them out of my Fathers 
kands, He pleads here firſt his Fathers will [He gave them me : ] 
And then ſecondly, his power, (whom theſe Jewes he ſpake to 
| C2 | - acknow- 
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acknowledged: greater than all, though him they did not) Hes 

eater then all ; none can pluck, them out of his hands : . and then 
argues to himſelf, [My Father and T are one: One innarure; 
therefore much more in will, Two'perſons that have diſtin 
eſſence, may yet be one in will, as the Ten Kings are faid to be of 
ene minde when they agreed in one thing, Rev. 17. 13,17. fo Af. 
4» 32. it is ſaid, that they that believed were of oze heart, and of 
exe ſoule, that is, in judgement and conſent of minde. But Chrilt 
and God the Father are oxe yet neerer ; on? in nature,and there- 
fore much.more entire in will, for by nature they have bur one 
will between them. And that place ſpeaks at once in relation to 
both their willingnefle to ſave, as to both their powers to: ſave 
finners. | And this is not only an Argument: that they did both 
agree, and were like to agree in it ;-bur that they can-never dil- 
agree, Two that cflentially have two wills, though for the pre- 
ſent agreeing in one; yet it may be ſuppoſed that they may come: 
to difagree,and not will the ſame thing : but' if they effentially 
have but one will, it is impoſſible: then bur that:they: mult ever 
agree. This great ſecuricy therefore:doth Chriſtigive for the ſal. 
vation of ſinners, You have not onely two Perſons engaged, Per- 
ſons greater then all, but all that is in them engaged , both their 
Power and Will ;_ and what more can be deſired? And if the 
one holcs bis purpoſe, the other mult alſo ; for they are one.You 
have the one-nefle of God and'Chriſt given you. for ſecurity ; fo 
that.if they *can never be made two, and:wronght afunder, then 
ſinners muſt needs be faved.. Till theſe ewo Perſons do diſagree, 
you are ſure enough ; and they muſt ceaſe to.be,, ere they. can 
ceaſe to agree ; for they are oe, and ove in being. 

We have another teftimony as full as this; 1 John 5. 7. There 
areithree that beare record in heaven, the Father, the Wor, and 
the Hely Gheſt, (wearc yet ſurer here is 4. third Perſon that 
COmMes in ) and theſe three are ove; Now what isthe thing that 
theſe do witnefle unto >? wer. 11, it followes, This © the record, 
that God hath given to u eternal life, and this life ts in his Soune, 
Here their truth 1s pawned, .as in that: other place their power 
was, for the Apoltle alledgeth this as ſach a+truth, as they all 
agree and ftand in to make good. And to prove this, he ſayes (as- 
in that other place, oh, 10.) that the/e.three are ove : that is, ove 

| in 
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in naturetherefore ove tn will ;and'fo alſo exe in witnefſe tO this 
truth, He ſayes not only, They agreciin'one ;-for you ſhill ob- 
ſerve, that whereas there are three other witneſſes mentioned to 
be:on earth, there is this difference:'put between" their: contnr- 
rencic in their teſtimonies and that of theſe, that they agree in one, 
(ſo ver. 8:) but.there is more ſaid of thefe, namely, that they are 
one ; that is, in-Nature, and ſo in Will or Purpote';- and ſo muſt 
| needs much more agree in one. Now: that thing which their wils: 
and teſtimonies, and all agree in, is (as hath been ſaid) that God 
hath given us eternall life ; and this life isin his Son, to all that 
ſhall come for it. So chat for Demonſtrations of this, I need go 
no further. If there be any Power, Will, or Truth i in theſe Per- 
ſons, ſinners ſhall be ſaved. 

This being premiſed; as the moſt botrome a of Chriſts 
being at firſt, and his continuing to be for ever willing to pardon 
ſinners ; let us more particularly ſce, firſt, how his heart ſtood to - 
the ſalvation of them before he: came into the world : and then 
ſecondly, how it ſtood enclined unto it afcer he was come; and 
what confirmations our faith-may have-from both. So that the 
ching that I am herein to ſpeak to, is not ſo much his willingneſſe 
to the work of Redem ption it ſelf, (chat I haveelſwhere handled 
apart) but his willingneſſe and readinefle co [ave ſinners. 

1. Lec us ſee how his heart ſtood to. this: before the world was, 
and before he came into it. And forthis we find, that his dctights 
were ſet upon it; ſo Prov. 8. 31. [| Rejoycing in the habitable 
parts of hes earth ; and m y delights were with the ſons of men.} 
Which wordsare more properly ſpoken of Chriſt, then of God 
the Father ; and therefore I produce them uader this Head. For 
they are faid to be ſpoken by i/dome, that'is; Chriſt himfelf, he 
therein ſhewing -how -his- minde ſtood: towards ns hefore the 
world began : for he ſpeaks what he and his Father did before the 
monntains were, &c. 1 Was ſet up from everlaſting, ver, 22. Then 
Fwas by him, &c. ver. 30, And how-did they paſſe away that 
long cv#m? (as the Apoſite cals it) in nothing but rejoycing an 
delights. He there ſpeaks of nothing elſe that they dd. And A 
what was the matter of delight unto them 2- 

I, He and his Father delighted one inavother, ver. 30. Sy 
- , 2+, Inthe ſalvation of men, My delights were with the ſons if 

| men, 


_ Chriſts heart to puners, 


wen, ſo ver. 31. And he ſpeaks of men as falne ; for it is ſaid in 
the beginning of the ſame verſe, that he rejojced in the habitable 
perts of bis earth ;, which is ſpoken not of the Jews only, but of 
the Gentiles too, and of men all the earth over. Now firſt, De- 
lights ariſe out of the ſtrongeſt and choicelt defires. Men are 
pleaſed with many things in which they delight not. Chriſts 
heart and defires muſt needs have been moſt on that which his 
delights are in. Again, ſecondly, the greater the perſons are; and 
the greater their minds are, the greater are theirdelights, Things 
of great concernment are uſually the objeAs which are the de- 
lights of Kings, and which they take pleaſure in. Now the great 
God and Jeſus Chriſt ſingled out the pardon and reconciliation 
of ſinners for their chiefe delights, 

3. Their delight herein is mentioned, and in no other 
work of theirs : not the Angels, nor the World, nor any thing 
1n it. 

4. This their delight is mentioned next to their delighting in 
each other. | 

And fiftly, this delight he took aforehand,whilſthis heart was 
only in the expeftation of it, and his mind bur laying the plot of 
it. He delights in it ere he doth it. And if all this Joy of his be 
only in the thoughts of ic, how much more will ic delight him 
when he comes to do it 2 All this argues how oreat a matter this 
was in his eſteem, and how much his heart was in it, and that 
from everlaſting, 


een mnriars inf 


Demonſtrations from the diſpoſition of Chriſts heart, aud 


his carriage upon earth. As alſo ſome engagements ſince 
his death. | 


| the ſecond place, when Chriſt had afſumed our nature, and 
whilſt he remained upon earth, how did this diſpoſition of his 
abound in him ? Tt were endleſſe to give all the inſtances that his 
ſtory and Sermons do afford hereof. See but how welcome all 
ſorts of fingers were at all times unto him: He caſt out none thar 
acknowledged him for the Mefliah : he turned none away that 


gave 
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gave up their ſonles unto him to be ſaved his own way. He was 
indeed moſt reſerved unto that rich young man of any other, yet 
he uſed him conrteoufly, the Text faith he loved hins ; Chriſt tur- 
ned him nor away, but direted him therright way to follow 
him : And he went away of himſelf, undervaluing Chriſt to his 
poſſeſſions. And another time Chriſt indeed ſeems to diſcourage 
che Canaanitiſh woman, and put her away, calling her dog : But 
it was only in words; for underhand he ſtrongly drawes her 
heart to by his Spirit, -and ſuggeſts thereby to her heart by 
way of anſwer, a confideratien of the-higheſt Faith towards him, 
that dogs might partake of the crutms that fall from their Mz- 
ſters table, I inſtance in theſe, becauſe T would prevent and re. 
move any exception which might be taken from them. For 
otherwiſe Chriſts profeſſed entertainment of all ſinners was ſo 
open and notorious, as it was turned into his diſgrace arid op- 
probry, That he Was 4 friend to Pablicans and Sinners \ which 
yet he ownes and glories in, profeſſing that he came wot to call 
the righteous, but finners to repentance, And how glad he 
was when any ſuch came in unto him, he ſufficiently expreferh 
by thoſe parables on purpoſe taken up, of the joy of the Pro- 
digals father for his returne, and of the rejoycing for the 
finding of the loſt groat, and likewiſe of che loſt Nlicep more 
then of the 99. | | 

We read of Chriſts joy but ſeldome, and: when it is at any 
time recorded, it ts atthe-converſion of Soules, He had little elſe 
to comfort himſelf in, being a man of ſorrows : and he had no- 
thing elſe on eqrth which he took delight or pleaſure in. When 
he was converting the poor woman of Samaria, (which he doth 
23 a pleaſure and reereation to him)he forgets his mear, (although 
before he had been very hungry.) and tels his Diſciples- chat he 
had meat which they knew not of, which was indeed the ſaving 
thac po6t womans ſoul. In Luke 10. 21. we read that Feſres re- 
joyced in hi fpirit ; but obſerve the occation : He had ſent ont 
his Diſciples to preach the Goſpel,and they had in his Name and 
etironghhis Power calt out Devils: He bids them not rejoyce in 
that, ver. 10; bucſhews ther whar they (ſhould rejoyce in; byhis 
own example, and-by what trot comforred him. Father (ayes 
he) / thank. thee that thors haſt revealed thitſe things mits' Babes. 


This- 
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This in the next words following recorded to 'be'the matter of 
his rejoycing, hie-ſaw now an handfell, and an experiment of the 
fruit of his Diſciples miniſtery, and comforted himſelfe before- 
hand;: in that-as their-ſouls had, ſo others of the poorer and 
meanet ſort ſhould thus come in:unto him. : 1 

We findehim at another time'in like manner rejoycing,name- 
ly in the ſtory of his raiſing Lazar, Fohn 11,15, And what was 
it for? Not that himſelf ſhould be glorified by ſo great a miracle, 
(even the greateſt that ever he wrought) but (fayes he) 7 ans glad 
for -yotr ſakes that (I was not there, to the end that you might be- 
leeve.” He rejoyced if any.of his got a little more or- further de- 
oree of faith, And on the other fide, as ſorry was he when men 
came not in.Witneſſe his tears over Jerulalem,and thoſe ſpeeches 
of his, Fohn:5. 34+ Theſe things 1 ſpeaks, that you might be ſaved, 
And therenpon in the enſuing verſe he complainingly utters him- 
ſelf, Tor will not (ſayes he) come to me, that you may have life. He 
ſpeakes as one greedy of winning ſoules, and as ſorry that any 
cuſtomers or hearers of his ſhould paſſe by, and not turne in; 
(You will not come to me, &c.) And he relieves himſelfe with 
this, that there were others that would, though they would not, 
So here in this place, when in the. verſe before my Text- he 
had complined of them, that they would not belceve , he 
comforts himſelfe. with this in the words of the Text, 44 
that the Father giveth me ſhall come unto me. And the like 
you have, 7ohn 5.25, 26. Tow beleeve not ; but my ſheep, they 
heare my voice, Ec. - + £291 7 

And then at his death, when he: was upon the Croſ, he then 
converts a thiefe that was crucified with him, and prayes for 
thoſe that crucified him. And after his ReſurreRion his laſt 
words recorded in Zyke 24. 47.Are | That remiſſion of ſins ſhould 
be preached in his name, beginning at Jeruſalem, | that: ſo. thoſe 
whom he had prayed for (though they had crucified him) might 
be converted and faved. Thus ſtood his heart all the 'while he 
was 0n earth,both before and after his death. - Fo 

And then (in the third place) now that he hath dyed and laid 
down that price which was to purchaſe the ſalvation of finners, 
he maſt needs be much more willing(if it were poſſible he ſhould 
be) then ever. Many DemonKrations there are from thoſe ob- 
ligations, 


whileſft he PR earth, 


ligztions, which Chriſts ſufferings and death do put upon him, 
which I have already given in a Treatiſe npon this very argu- 
ment,T he heart of Chriſt in Heaven, Part 2. onely I have reſerved 
one or two for this place. As, | 

1. It was the aim and ntmoſt intent of Chriſts ſoul, in his be- 
ing cracified to have fimmers ſaved, and ſaved cffteftually. It was 
that travaile which his heart was then big with. And certainly, 
Chriſt would not that ſo many and ſo great ſafferings, now that 
they are paſt and over, ſhould be in vaine, The Apoſtle makes a 
motive of it unto the Galatians, Gal. 3. 34. Are je ſo foolifh,---- 
have ye ſuffered ſo many thirgs invaine ? To be fure Chriſts death 
ſhall noe be in-vain ; He will not lofe the end of his ſufferings, 
; (as the ſame Apolile intimates but 4. vrrfer before Chap. 2. wlt.) 
A bufineſſe that a man/hath praied for much, how doth he Jong 
eo ſee it accompliſhed and fulfilled ? and how glad is lie when it 
falls out as he hath prayed ? and why, but becauſe it is the fruit 
of his Prayers > Now muck more glad is Chriſt to ſee the fruir 
of his- death, The travaile of his ord, and thereby is /atisfied, 
1/ai. 53. 1c. (a place I often quote to this purpoſe.) I will 
add bur this to it. When a woman hath beene in travaile, ſhe 
forgets all her pains for joy that a man-childe is borne, (which 
is the fruis of that her travaile)} and\ſo doth Chriſt, And then 
again, for that other word, that Chriſt is ſaid to be /ar:fied, 
SatisfaRion is the accompliſhment of deſire, or the fulfilling 
of ones longing. So 1n that ſpeech of Chriſt, Bleſſed are thoſe 
that hunger for they' ſhall be ſatified. So that this doth argue 
and preſappoſe the moſt vehement deſires and longings in 
Chriſt for the ſalvation of fouls, and his having dyed muſt needs 
enctcaſe them. : 

And 2. Adde this engagement unto that former, That his death 
czn be put to'nio other ufe therr for the pardon of ſinners. So as 
if hethould not expend it thar way, he'ſhould utterly loſe che 
fruit of ir, or lct ir lye uſelefle by him. For divert it to any other 
uſe he cannot. And yet if h? knew how to improve it to any 0- 
ther purpofe; yer his love (he having intendet it for the ſons of 
men) would not ſaffer him'ro do it. Bar befides, if ir be not im- 
ployed and beſtowed this way,it will be wholly in vaine ; for che 
good Angels, though they ſtand in need-of his Perſonall mediati- 
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on to confirme them in grace ; yet his blood- was not requſi:e 
thercuats, And for the bad Angels, they are utterly excladed 
the benefic of it. And then Chriſt himſelf he ſtands in no:need of 
it, nor can he have any benefic by it : all that Perſonall glory 
which now h2 hath in Heaven being due unto him by that Hypo- 
ſtzticall union. So that his death ſerves for no end,-if not for 
this. Chriſt indeed hath an honcur in Heaven, beſides the glory 
of rhe perſonall uaion : but then it aciſeth to him from the ſalva- 
tion of ſinners through his death, which ſalvation is the purchaſe 
of his blood ; as you have it, Ephe/c1, which mighe afford a third 
engagement, In that Chriſt ſhould not only loſe the fruit of his 
death, but that glory that is ordained him by the ſalvation of 
men. So that he ſhould be a loſer not only of his ſufferings by- 
paſt, but of all that glory that is to come from the ſalvation of 
believers ; Which is no ſmall thing unto him. As Officers in 
Courts of Law, or in Univerſities, get the more fees, the more 
Clients, and the more Commencers there are: fo it is the more 
for Jeſus Chriſts gain, that many fianers get out,and are received 
to grace and mercy, 
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Some Extrinſecall demonſtrations of Gods and Chriſts wil- 
lingneſſe to pardon ſinners. 


Nd unto all theſe ſecret engagements both of God and 

Chriſt mutually to each other, and to us, we may adde all 
the profeſſed publications of their minds herein unto us, which 
have bzen made upon all occaſions and by all means poſ- 
ſible. As, 

Firſt, This news hath been publiſhed by all three. perſons , 
ficſt God the Father hebegan to preach it to Adams in Paradiſe, 
and hath renued it again and again, as with his own immediate 
voice from Heaven when Chriſt was baptized, This i my Wel- 
beloved Son in whom T am well pleaſed, heare him : which the 
Apoſtle Petey records and confirmes, as ſpoken a ſecond time 
vpon the Mount, as a matter of higheſt moment to be known by 
us, which voyce he heard (fayes he) and @ no fable, 2 Pete1. 16,17. 

| Secondly, 
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of Godayd Chriſt to famrs. 


Secondly, Chriſt who is the fairhbfull and true witnes, Rev. le 
he came from the boſome of his Father, and preached peace, 
"Epheſ. 2. 17. Yea and it was one of his firſt texts he preached up- 
on, Luke 4. 18. The ſpirit of the Lovd is upon me, becauſe he hath 
anojuted me to preath the Goſpel, to preach deliverance ts the 
CAZTLVES, ; 

"Thirdly, The Holy Gheſt he alſo herewith-bearivg witneſſe, that 
God hath exalted Chriſt tobe a Prince and Saviour, to give repen- 
tance and forgiventſſe of ſinnes. Afts 5. 31,32. And lo Heb. 2. 
45. And theſe are theſe three Witneſſes in heaven, 1 John 5. 7+ 
whole record asit followes is: this, that there 55 life ro be had in 
his Sen Feſiu Chriſt, v.11. | 

Secondly, God hath publiſhed this newes both 4y all creatures 
reaſonable, and to af creatures reaſonable, 

Firſt, the Angels they crme and preached it, ſinging, Peace oz 
earth, good will towards men, Enke 2.13, 14. 

Secondly, By men, and to that end he hath given gifts to me, 
powerfull and full of glory, Epheſ: 4. 8. &c. And a commitlion 
with thoſe gifts, 2 moſt large and gracious one, e £4 he hath 
committed to 14 the miniftery of reconcili:tion, to wit, that God was 
in (hrift, reconciling the world to himſelfe, 2. Cor. 5. 20. 

Yea and thirdly, he hath maintained this miniſtery in all ages, 
even to cur times, all times have rung of the newes hereof, and 
the wor'd is (til] fuil of his Embaſſadors to treat with-men about 
this peace, and they are to proclaime that he is fully willing ; and _ 
upon that ground to beſcech men to be recorfciled, and fo long 
as Leiger Embaſſadors reſide uncalled home, or not ſent for a- 
way, ſo long the treaty of peace holds. | ; 

Fourthly, He hath proclaimed this by theſe his Embaſſadors 
in all places ; hebad them go and yreach it to all the world, to 
every creature, ark, 16.15. And his Diſciples did according- 
ly. Now he would not have had it ſpoken ſo-openly and ge- 
nerally, if he were not moſt ſerious in it. 

 Fiftly, adde to this, that he hath declared it by all wayes and 
meanesthat.do argue faithfulneſle and ſeriouſneſſe, 

; Firſt, Not by bare word of mouth, but we have it under his 
hand, he hath lefr his mind in-»-i*59g, This book which is dropt 
from heaven,. the title of it is, The word of reconciliation. 

D 2 2 Cor, 
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2 Cor. 5. 19. the main argument of it being reconciliation. In 
this book we find, proclamation ſent forth after proclamation, 
book after book, line after line, all written to this end, that 
we fruners might bave hope and ftrong conſolation, as the Apoltle 
witneſſeth, REO 

Secondly, Hehath added to this writing thoſe ſeales of the 
- Sacraments, and further an oath to both, and that made ad- 
viſedly with the greateſt earneſineſſe and deliberation that 
might be, Heb. 6.17. God willing (the text ſayes) more abun- 
damly to manifeſt thu his intent, the emmutability of his coun- 
ſell, he confirmed that promiſe with an oath, that by ews in- 
wntable things, his word and oath, we might have ftrong con- 
ſolation. 

Thirdly, If this be not ſufficient, he hath pawned heaven: and 
earth, the Covenant of day and night in Mortgage to forgive ini- 
quity and pardon ſinners. Thus Fer. 31, 34, 35, 36. This t my 
{\ovenant (ſayes God there) that I Will forgive their iniquities, 
and remember their ſinnes no more, {0 ver. 34. and then it follows 
wer. 35. Thus ſaith the Lord, who giveth the ſun for a light by day, 


and the ordinances of the moon and ſtars for a light by night : If 


thoſe ordinances depart from before me, then the ſeed of Iſratl, &c. 
The like you have, Chap. 33. 25, 26. Day and nighe we ſee ſtand 
ſtill, and therefore this Coveoant holds good till ; but we have 
a greater pawn then this, the death of his Son. 

And laſtly, Let his aRions and courſes, which he hath taken 


from the beginning of the world ſpeak for all the reſt, as ſatan 


hath been a murtherer from the, beginning, ſo God hath been a 
Saviour from the beginning, and Chriſt is the Lamb ſlain from 
the beginning of the world. God began with the firſt of man- 
kind, even with Adam and Eveythe ringleaders, the heads of this 
. rebellion, who drew all the relt of the world into that enmity, 
theſe were yet reconciled. Kings uſually hang up the heads and 
chiefe in treaſons, for examples of their juſtice, though they pars 
don others; yet theſe did God fave and pardon as examples of 
his mercy, to all chat ſhould come of them ; and it is obſerve. 
able thar the firſt thing he did, after the world was fallen, was 
this at of mercy, both in preaching this Goſpel, and in pardon- 
ing them, he began to do that foon, which he meant to be al- 

wayes 


"ne Oe. + 


id, 
r p* 


CA ee eas, ae ail os, et and a6 
; : 


_ 770 


 wayes a doing to the end of cheworld, ic argues he delights in it, 

yea and according to Chriſts laſt promiſe on earth (that he wowld 
be with u4 to the end of the world,) God is to this day reconciling 
the world of men to himſelf.- Some that walk in your ſtreees by 
you, live among you. And he will haye thouſands when you are 
gone, and what are theſe but as flags, and patternes of mercy, 
hung forth by God to roll and bring others in, as Epheſ. 2. 7, 


uſe. 
Hat ſhould the conſideration of theſe things work in 
V our hearts, but what the ſcope of the text it ſelfe puts 
men upon, even that they would come in anto Chrift, and beleeve. 
on him, and give up their ſouls unto him 2 He that beleeves ſhall 
in xo wiſe be caſt out. As Chrilt therefore is wiling : ſo ſhould we 
be a willing people. That which keeps men off, is, that they know 
not Chriſts mind and heart,think ic not to be an indifferent thing 
to him whether you belceve, or no ; as if he came into the world 
to do this duty of dying for ſinners,fingly in obedience to his Fa- 
ther, ſo that men might be rendred ſavable if they will : and that 
however, if they will nor,he yet hath enough to ſatisfie and quiet 
himſelf with, even this that he ſhall be glorified in what he hath 
done,though few or none of the fons of men be ſaved. lr is a pre- 
judiciall doctrine this, to the ſalvation of men,and derogatory to 
Chriſts free love. Whar, do we think that Jeſus Chriſt is gone to 
heaven, there to complaine unto Angels of the unkindneſle and 
hardneſle of mens hearts, that will not turne to him notwith- 
ſtanding he hath done ſo much, and to tel! what he had done for 
them, and what they wonld not be perſwaded to do for them. 
ſelves ; and that ſo he can ſufficiently pleaſe himſelfe with ſach 
juſt complaints ? no ſurely ; our ef:Aall ſalvation concernes 
him more then ſo : and his heart is more fully bent upon it then 
thus to leave it, of what he hath bought he will loſe nothing. The 
eruth is, he is more glad of us then we can be of him. The Father 
of the Prodigall was the forwarder of the two to that, joyfull 
Peng. Haſt thou a minde.? he that came down from Heaven 
(as himſclfe faith, in the text) i, dye fog thee, will meet thee 
| Fr more 
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more then haif way (as the prodigals father is ſaid to do) by his 
ſpirit ; he will ſend him from Heaven to thee, and at the, fatter 
day himſeIfe will come again to 'fetch thee and receive thee to 
himſelf, If among the Argels in Heaven there be jcy at the con- 
verſion of a {inner, how much-more joy 1s there in Chriſts heart ? 
If there be joy in the bed-chamber men /as oh» ſpeakes) what 
joy is there in the bridegrooms heart ? or if among the ſtanders 
by, when a man-child is borne int the world, how much more 
oth the mother that was in travaile for it (as Chriſts ſoule was) 
tow much more doth ſhe rrjoyce 2 O therefore come in unto 
him. If you knew his heart you would, As they thar crucified 
him knew him not, ſo neither do thoſe who belecve not in him. 
If you had: been on earth with him, or if he were now here, and 
had chis day preache rheſe things unto. you,' and nttered theſe his 
own'defires, and longings after you;; how would you in troopes 
£9 all chronging after himwhen the Sermon were done,and each 
of you come about him (as thoſe that had diſeaſes did) and be- 
ſeech him to pardon and ſave you ; and not leave him till you 
have obtained ſome word of comfort and favour from him ! 
Let me'tell you, he had preacht this day, but chat he had other 
buiineſſe to do for you in Heaven, where he is now praying 
and interceding for you; even when youare ſinning ; (as on earth 
we ſee he did for the Jews when they were a crucifying him.) - 
Now becauſe he conld not for this other buſineſſe come himſelf, 
he therefore ſends us his Embaſſadours, and we in Chriſts ſtead 
do beſeechyou; and it is as if (hiſt by u4 did beſeech you : and 
we preach bur ſuch things as were fir poken by the Lord himſelf, 
(as it is in Heb, 2.) And he ſends his ſpirit, and continnes to give 
gifts unto men to this very day: and in all- theſe reſpeAs, when 
ever the Goſpel is preache, he is ſaid to peak-from heaven, Refuſe 
not him:that ſpeaks from heaven, Heb, 12, 23, And though you. 
have not his bodily preſence as they had who heard himſelfe 
preach hcre on earth , yet you may by faith have as free an ac- 
ceſ{c unto him, and know as ſurely that he heares you, as if he 
were in the ſame roome with yon, Retire therefore into your 
cloſet and treat with him in private, and there prefſe theſe things 
on him ; 'fay them all over againe unto himſelfe, and aske him if 
They be not true : get the match ſtruck up between thy ſoule and 
-__ kim 


uſe. 


him ; which if once made, will never be uadone againe. Say unto 
him, Lord, why may ic not be made up now ? Oaly let me adde 
this ; ſee you come not to him withour a wed ling-garment, and 
wedding affeRions, Take up a reſolution to love him, For if 
thou comeſt to him, what doſt thou come for ? pardon of ſias ? 
and what is it in him that mult procure that ? his having dyed 
for thee ; that was it, And what was it that moved him to die ? 
an infinite love; ſuch a love, as were the thing yet to be done, 
he would certainly do it, and die to fatisfic God for thee, Now 
then, ſeeing he hath already done it ont of ſuch a love, with 
what face canſt thou ask pardon of him, as the effeR of ſuch 
a love, and not love him again, and obey him in all things? But 
to make ſhort with you, know this ; that if you will not come 
in to him, thou wilt be damned. So faith Chriſt, He that beleeves 
ſhall be ſaved; but he that beleeves not ſhall be damned. And 1I 
could tell you another, and as large a ſtory of Chriſts wrath a- 
gainſt thoſe that refuſe him, as I have told you of his love : The 
Lamb can be angry ; for he is a Lion alſo. O confider this there- 
fore, leſt he teare yon in pieces, and there be noxe to deliver yoa, 


